
 

TEN WAYS TO MAKE AN OVER & ABOVE GIFT 

 

How to make an 

Over & Above Gift 

to the Church 

 

An “Over & Above” gift is what you decide to give during the next one to two years as an 

offering to “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building”.  This giving should be Over & Above 

the Lord’s tithe and other commitments you have already made to give to missions and other 

aspects of the Lord’s work.  The best path to increased giving is the spiritual path, where you 

set your heart on things above.  Financial priorities then take shape from spiritual priorities. 

One way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship,” a term used to describe a level of giving that 

affects one’s living.  The challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship is to find ways, boldly and 

prayerfully, to let your giving touch your living! 

King David declared, I will not offer to God that which costs me nothing (2 Samuel 24:24).  

David understood the gift that would touch the heart of God must first touch the life of the giver!  

This is the Spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship:  If it is for my God, my gift must have meaning and 

value to me. 

Often, Lifestyle Giving means giving up something in one area so that you can give more of 

yourself in another.  The three keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle Stewardship are: 

 Reassess lifestyle 

 Rearrange priorities 

 Reallocate resources 

Many Christians have been amazed at their ability to give over & above to their church.  The 

following ten steps are offered to help you in this regard. 

1. Practice Priority Budgeting 

Many families will choose to rearrange their priorities and give up something discretionary in 

their current budget in order to give more.  Many Christians find a way to give through a 

stretch commitment made in faith and coupled with priority budgeting. 

2. Redirect Present Expenditures 

Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs that have been 

fulfilled and now that past expenditure can be redirected into the Lord’s work.  One example 



is the large expenditure a family incurs for a child to attend college.  Another example would 

be the cash flow that is freed up when a loan is paid. 

3. Increased Giving with Increased Income 

Some people receive periodic increases in salary from their employers.  The temptation for 

many of us is to increase our lifestyle to fit the higher income.  In many instances, families 

can decide that they will commit the full amount of salary increases for a planned time of 

giving such as “Now is the TIME . . . More than a Building”. 

4. Give from your Excess 

Some families save money over a period of years for a special project.  They may now 

decide that the needs of the church are more important than their special project.  As God 

has blessed, it may be that some have cash reserves for a lake cabin, recreational vehicle, 

some exotic trip or other personal project.  They may now decide with the Holy Spirit’s 

prompting to reassess their priorities and give all or part of their excess to the Lord. 

5. Commit Unexpected Cash 

Often, people pray for God to show them a way they can give beyond what they can 

presently see or afford.  Sometimes, the answers come unexpectedly.  This amount can be 

given to their church as part of their commitment, in addition to a commitment from their 

regular income.  As an example, it may come as a year-end bonus or an inheritance. 

6. Give your Extra Time 

Some family members have extra time they would be willing to use in a part-time job to be 

able to give more to the church.  This is particularly true for families whose children are 

grown and away from home and for semi-retired or retired couples. 

7. Real and Personal Property 

Some people have given diamonds and other property of value.  An unencumbered piece of 

real estate that is readily salable in the marketplace can be a wonderful gift. 

 

Two cautions about gifts of real and personal property: 

1. They should be discussed in advance with the church business office to determine 

how they can be accepted.  In some cases, the donor will need to sell the property 

and give the proceeds to the church. 

2. Gifts of property should always be discussed with your tax advisor to determine the 

most appropriate means of making the gift. 

 

8. Investment Securities 

Gifts of stock, bonds, mutual funds, or other investment securities may be advantageous to 

both the donor and the church.  The donor will receive a deduction for the fair market value 

of the securities as of the date of the gift, and the church receives a liquid asset.  In general, 

securities that have appreciated value, should be donated and securities which have 



declined in value, should be sold and the proceeds donated.  Consult your tax advisor about 

the advantages of this type of giving. 

9. Life Insurance 

Gifts such as life insurance policies can be a part of an Over & Above (Giving) Initiative.  

People occasionally will use the accumulated cash value in a life insurance policy as part of 

their commitment. 

10. Trusts and Wills 

People can make bequests to the church in their wills.  While such gifts usually do not 

provide immediate benefits, they are marvelous gifts of faith to carry on the work of the 

church for future generations. 

 

 


